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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ¥
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

CUSTOM HOUSE: 15/1, STRAND ROAD., KOLKATA-700 001
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PUBLIC NOTICE: “3{, 2009 :
Sub: Implementation of Phytosanitary requirements in import or export of goods - f
reg. 17
Attention of all Officers of this Custom House, Imponiers, Exporters and Custom |
House Agents is invited to Boards Instruction F.No. 450/19/2005-Cus.1V of dated x e
06.5.09 & 02.04.09 on the above subjecet, copies of which are enclosed for guidance and !"‘jﬁ
strict compliance, : o

Q5 . - x
(\\_\%\\g\ﬂ e
(Rajesh Sodhi) 33
Addl, Commissioner of Customs (Apprg.) :v ;
F. No. S106-03/07A/ (G) Pt. 1] oA

Dated:

[Authority: F.No. 450/19/2005-Cus.1V of dated 06.5.09 & 02.04.09 issued by Ministry
of Finance, Department of Revenue]
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e é,w AV B e}:&;,. Circular No.14/2009-Customs
: > = ‘»\ F.N0.450/19/2005-Cus.IV b
/ g g JUR A3 1 ¥ Governmenl of India . \
— % | ¢ j Ministry of Finance ; %/ \’5& ’
P‘ E e HeweiVae g #' . ' Depariment'of'Revenue S o\b
a L N# Pty s (Central Boay fE :
‘o Pl Blucn, New Delhi
L e 6" May, 2009. . |
Bolseo- |
All Chief Commissioners of Customs / Customs (Prev.).
Al Chief Commissioners of Customs-& Central Excise.,
++AllCommissioners of Customs / Customs (Prev.).
“oAll Commissionersiof: Customs & Central Excise.
The:Director. General of Revenue Intelligence.
The Director General of Central Excise Intelligence.
L] (T8 TP LT % R ST T AR s |
U ..~iSubject: Implementation of :Phytosanitary requirements in import or export of
goads - regarding; - - | y
Sir/Madam, . .
As you are aware, the sanitary (relating to food safety) and phytosanitary (animal X
‘and’plant health) measures are enforced in the course of international trade by 'various -
'cbqntr}gs to prevent the spread and introduction of any pests of plants, plant products - )
or insect, fungus and for protection of human, animal or plant life or health. In this
-fegard, your. attention is invited to the Board's Circular No.39/2004-Customs daled
3,6.209{ and.Board's instructions of even number dated 2.4.2009, wherein Customs ]
officers have been instructed to release the goods imported. in wood packaging L
material, only in cases where the wood packaging material are appropriately treated as A
per international standards (ISPM-15) or is accompanied. by a phytosanitary certification
with the treatment endorsed. =17
2. In the international trade, every consignment accompanied with solid wood
packaging materials (SWPM) needs 1o bLe i i daihed b sceordanice with the
provisions of International Slandarde 1 ) ) Jres (ISPM) o158, In
: case ol non-compliance of the ISPM-15, the IMporling countries issue notices to the N 'RH
q_b r National Plant Protection Organisation of the exporting country for non-compliance, and RElE: 3

——

initiate necessary action against the exporter. Of late, the Government of India had -~ r’:" 1
: received a number of non-compliance notifications from various countries particularly
5 Europ#fan Union countries regarding violation of ISPM-15 standards, in respect of !'
goods exported from India. Mosi of these cases relate to non-treatment of wood ft
packaging material or no freatment mark on wood packaging material used _in
packaging of goods exported from India. Exports to most countries- including Canada, = I
USA, Australia, Japan etc, require that all wood packaging materials used in packaging I;‘
of export consignments are required to be rendered free from all pests either by heat <t
treatment or by fumigation with Methyl Bromide by the treatment providers recognized = _
. by the Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine & Storage (DPPQ&S) under the
s; ' Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC). The list of such accredited
; fumigation agencies for Methyl Bromide Fumigation and certified Heat Treatment
Facilities for wood packaging material as per ISPM-16, can be accessed at the DAC's
website i.e. http://agricoop.nic.inf. Detailed information on plant quarantine activities
may also be accessed from the official website of DPPQ&S at
www.plantquarantineindia.org.
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3y In view of the above, | am directed o, say. that all the Customs field .Ionﬁpﬁong
should verify whether the export,goods packed with, raw or solid wood packaging
- material comply with the ISPM No. 15 or are accompanied by a phytosanitary. certificate
. with the treatment endorsed issued by the agencies which are accredited / certified by*
DAC. In case of non-compliance, the matter may be referred to the Plant Quarantine .
authorities for proper treatment of export goods before their release.

| .
4. Similarly, in respect of import.consignments, it is reiterated that the provisions of
sub-clause 20A prescribing compliance of ISPM-15 standards by’ wood packaging
material may be enforced in terms of Plant Quarantine (Regulation of import into India)
Order, 2003. Consignments that are found to be non-compliant or not carrying
préscribed treatment mark on the wood-packaging materials shall-be referred to the
Plant Quarantine Authorities for proper treatment or destruction or deportation to the
country. of export. The details of such non-compliance shall also be informed in the
prescribed format for reporting of non-compliance to the DPPQ&S.

5. The field formations as well as trade and industry may be suitably informed,

Yours faithfully,
las
gy it 4 T L} * "'(M.M- Paltbbﬂn)
i Director (Customs)
e Capy f’or information to: ;
i! All Directorate General under CBEC.
e Internal Circulation as usual.
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F.No0.450/19/2005-Cus.IV oA e
Government of India ¢
Ministry of Finance
/{/ ¢ “{Department of Reveénue)
' ‘Centra I-Bqard of Excise & Customs 7

159-A, North Block,
: r) A New Delhi-110.001.
SR 2" April, 2009.-
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* All Commissioners'of Customs / Customs (Prev.).

gt 1 .. Subject:  Impleméentation-of the provisions of Phytosanitary requiréinehté
- . by under thePlant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India)
Order, 2003'- regarding
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. Sir{ Madam,

s Your cattention is invited to the Board's Circular N0.39/2004-Customs
dated 3,6.2004 on ‘the subject-mentioned above, wherein, it was stated that the ~
_«newly introduced subsclause ' 20A of Clause 3 of the Plant Quarantine (Regulation
of Importinto India) Order; 2003 had entered into force w.e.f. 1.9.2004.

+ 2., « In terms of the'above provisions, no article, packed with raw or solid wood
packaging material shall be released by the proper officer of Customs unless the
wood packaging material has been appropriately treated and marked as per
_international - -Standards - for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) No. d5:..or = =
..accompanied byla phytosanitary certificate with the treatment endorsed. . The )
" instructions also provided that the proper officer of Customs shall grant release of :
. such articles packed with untreéated wood packaging material only after ensuring
that the wood packaging material has been appropriately treated at the point of
entrg under the supervision of Plant Quarantine Officer.
Wl oy f ™
3. .However, during a recent meeting with the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation, it was pointed out that the cases of phytosanitary non-compliance i
b Ta IOTMRAT: pricit e wmsh af nestaninn. material are not being s
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TEPUIICULLU LG il Asuaiaiitins b ' ; Wy M
(" RIRS i that- disconcerting reports of rejection of our export consignments on :
B phytosanitary grounds have been noticed. In view of the above, you may like to '-'1%‘.‘1
E instruct the Customs Officers to report the non-compliant cases to the concemed °

‘Plant'Quarantine Station / authorities for necessary action.
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